HPS 620 Practice Quiz (NOTA = none of the above; AOTA = all of the above)

Source:  http://wps.prenhall.com/chet_airasian_edresearch_7


Multiple Choice

1. _______ The application of a scientific and disciplined inquiry approach to the study of educational problems is called:
a. inductive reasoning

b. deductive reasoning
c. research
d. grounded theory
2. _______ Which of the following statements characterizes educational research?

a. it furthers our understanding of educational issues, questions, or problems

b. it raises new topics for study

c. it provides information that can improve teaching & learning

d. AOTA

3. _______ Ms. Casillas has been coordinating the Halloween Festival at her school for the last several years. Since this is a major fundraising event, she wants to be sure it is successful again this year. Which source is she LEAST likely to rely on when making decisions about the festival?
a. tradition

b. personal experience
c. expert opinion
d. research
4. _______ Ms. Turner is thinking about changing her instructional approach to a more mastery-learning orientation. She is interested in knowing more about this topic as well as its effectiveness when working with elementary school students. On which source should she rely for such information?

a. tradition

b. personal experience
c. expert opinion
d. research

5. _______ Which of the following is NOT a limitation of educational research?

a. research cannot answer value-based, philosophical, or ethical problems.

b. Researchers have ethical and legal responsibilities that can constrain their work.

c. It provides a potentially overly simplistic view of reality

d. Educational researchers are limited to only a single approach to conducting their work.

6. _______ Which of the following describes a way to examine issues or questions by combining features of inductive and deductive reasoning with other characteristics to produce an approach to understanding that is as reliable as possible?

a. quantitative research

b. qualitative research

c. scientific and disciplined inquiry

d. data analysis

7. _______ Which of the following steps of scientific and disciplined inquiry is exemplified by the researcher reviewing the literature and focusing on a specific problem that has yet to be resolved?

a. identify a topic

b. describe the procedures to collect information

c. analyze the collected data

d. state the results of the data analyses.

8. _______ If a researcher identified a topic and a specific problem related to it, carefully described the ways by which data was collected and analyzed, and wrote a report reflecting on this work and its contribution to what is known about the topic, her work can be BEST described as:

a. scientific and disciplined inquiry

b. quantitative research

c. qualitative research

d. evaluation

9. _______ Mr. Morris designed and conducted his research extremely well. He identified a topic of importance. His sampling, data collection, and data analysis were carefully described and quite accurate. Most importantly, he has indicated how this work contributes to our knowledge of the theory he was studying. Mr. Morris's work can be BEST described as:

a. quantitative research

b. qualitative research

c. scientific and disciplined inquiry

d. NOTA.

10. _______ Which of the following purposes is most aligned with a quantitative approach?

a. Comparing test results across groups to understand the effects of a particular instructional approach

b. Understanding historical perspective for an educational topic

c. Understanding the shared beliefs and practices of teachers in a school

d. Developing a theory grounded in the beliefs of the group being studied.

Essay; short answer:

11. Describe a study you would be interested in conducting from a quantitative approach. Briefly describe the problem, choose a research design, and identify the methods you would use to collect and analyze data. Justify your selection of these quantitative methods as appropriate for providing a credible answer to the problem.

12. Describe a study you would be interested in conducting from a qualitative approach. Briefly describe the problem, choose a research design, and identify the methods you would use to collect and analyze data. Justify your selection of these qualitative methods as appropriate for providing a credible answer to the problem.

13. Using a topic of your choice, conduct a search of the literature to identify 10-15 references related to the topic. You must include journal and Internet sources. Describe the search process you used (e.g., key terms, combinations of key terms, number of hits, etc.), and provide complete bibliographic information for each reference as well as a short explanation of its relevance to the topic.

14. You have been assigned the task of developing a research plan to investigate the use of laptops by students. How would you organize a formal research plan? Identify the specific topics you would include in your plan and discuss your reasons for including each one.

15. A researcher is interested in describing the attitudes of teachers from rural, suburban, and urban schools across Louisiana. Recommend a random sampling technique to her, defend it as an appropriate way to meet her sampling needs, and describe the specific steps you would take to actually identify subjects.
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