NEW MEXICO HIGHLANDS UNIVERSITY

Department of Exercise & Sport Science

SYLLABUS

Fall 2007
Course:

HPS 620 (Research Methods)
Room:


PE 111
Time:


Tuesday 6PM-6:45PM
Instructor:

Pete LeRoy, Ph.D.


Office:


PE 232
Office Hours:

MW 1-3:00 pm and TR 2-3:00 pm

Phone:

Office: 505 – 426 – 2233
Cell: 505 – 718 – 5108      

E-mail:

pleroy@nmhu.edu
Textbook:
Thomas, J.R. & Nelson, J.K. (2005).  Research Methods in Physical Activity (5th Ed.).  Human Kinetics Publishers:  Champaign, IL.

Course Description:  

Topics include descriptive methods, experimental design, and historical research; formal writing procedures; measurements; the research process; and library techniques.  The composition of a manuscript is the major part of this course.

Course Objectives:  By the end of this course, the student will:
1.  Know and understand the different types of research in the field of HPLS.

2. Develop library and inquiry skills for identifying current research.

3. Develop a research problem statement.

4. Write a research proposal for either a field project or a thesis.

5. Know and understand the concepts of research design and implementation.
Evaluation: 

· Exam






20%

· Research Problem Bibliography


10%

· OHRP Certificates




10%

· Critiques (10)




20%

· Field Project/Thesis Proposal (Chapters 1 – 3)
40%
Examination:  The examination will be a combination of multiple choice, T/F, and short answer items.
Research Problem Bibliography:  Each student will perform an Internet search using the University’s search engines and create a 20-source bibliography.  From this bibliography, the student will choose two articles to critique.  These critiques are not included in the number of critiques to be handed in for the “critique” assignment.  These are additional.

OHRP Certificates:  Each student will complete the web-training for research using human subjects.   At the completion of each section of the web-training, a certificate from OHRP will be issued.  All t here certificates must be handed in for full credit.  The web training address is:  http://ohsr.or.nih.gov and http://ohrp.osophs.dhhs.gov
Critiques:  Each student will complete ten [10] research critiques using the style and format outlined in class.  These critiques will be due as listed on the syllabus [see below].  The original article being critiqued must be attached for it to be accepted.

Field Project/Thesis Proposal:  Each student must complete the first three chapters of their field project/thesis.  Work will be handed in periodically throughout the next three weeks.  The completed project must be in APA format.  The completed proposal is due 12/3/07.

Weekly Schedule:

8/21/07  Introduction to the course; Elluminate discussion; the research process.  Chapter 1 in textbook.
8/28/07  Elluminate discussion; the research process.  Chapter 1 in textbook.  Various links attached to Blackboard.

9/4/07  Parts of the field project/thesis; writing critiques; developing a research problem.  Chapter 2 in textbook.

9/11/07  Developing the research problem; using the literature to develop research design.  Using the Internet to research your question(s).  Critique #1 is due (this week).

Chapters 2 & 3 in textbook.

9/18/07  Statement of the Problem (due this week); types of research [Historical and Descriptive]; Chapters 12 & 15.  Various links on Blackboard.
9/25/07  Correlational and Causal Comparative Research;  Experimental and Qualitative Research.  Chapters 16 & 17;  Writing Workshop;  Critiques # 2 - #4 due (this week).

10/2/07  Writing Chapter 1 of your project/thesis; the Introduction;  Chapter 3.
10/9/07  Writing Chapter 2 of the project/thesis; the review of literature; Chapter 2.

10/16/07  Draft of Chapter 1 is due; basic statistical design:  differences between and among groups; Chapters 6 & 8 in textbook.  Critiques #5 – 7 are due.
10/23/07  Writing Chapter 3 of your project/thesis; the Methods;  Chapter 4; Chapter 5; writing workshop.

10/30/07  Critiques #8 – 10 are due;  Elluminate discussion.

11/6/07  Draft of Chapter 3 is due; ethical issues in research.  Writing the proposal; Elluminate discussion.

11/13/20  Writing the proposal; Elluminate discussion.

11/20/07  Writing the proposal; Elluminate discussion.

11/27/07  OHPR Certificates are due; Elluminate discussion.

12/4/07  Research proposal due (Chapters 1, 2, & 3); Examination [this week];  Elluminate discussion.

Finals Exam Week at Highlands is 12/10/07 – 12/14/07
Grading:

90-100%

A

80-89%

B

70-79%

C

60-69%

D

Below 60%

F

Other Information:

NOTE: “In accordance with federal law, it is university policy to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). If you believe that you have a physical, learning, or psychological disability that requires an academic accommodation, contact the Coordinator of Disability Services by phone at (505) 454-3188 or 454-3252, via e-mail at desquibel@nmhu.edu, or visit Room 108 of the Felix Martinez building on the Las Vegas campus. If you need the document upon which this notice appears in an alternative format, you may also contact the Coordinator of Disability Service.” David Esquibel Student Advisor/Coordinator of Testing and Disability Services.
Academic Honesty/Dishonesty


NMHU Academic Integrity Policy

 
Because academic dishonesty in any form compromises the University's reputation and thus devalues the NMHU degree, it simply will not be tolerated. Consequently, students caught cheating, plagiarizing, or doing anything which involves trying to pass off someone else’s intellectual work as their own will be subject to disciplinary action. Depending upon the severity of the infraction, repercussions may include, but are not limited to:
· a failing grade on the project in question;

· dismissal from the class;

· a failing grade in the class;

· suspension or expulsion.
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